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ACTION ALERT: 
SB1522(Steinberg) SUPPORT Health Insurance Standards
Please CALL/WRITE/VISIT your Assemblymember in support of SB1522(Steinberg).
We urge your support for SB1522(Steinberg), to provide information and protection to consumers, who when seeking to buy coverage as individuals face confusing, unclear choices.
· It’s impossible to make price comparisons, since each plan from each insurer has different deductibles, co-pays, out-of-pocket maximum, benefits, or networks.

· It’s hard to even determine what a plan covers, or doesn’t cover, or how comprehensive any given plan is.

· Some consumers think they are well covered, and find out otherwise, when it is too late. Some plans are marketed as quality coverage but actually cover only hospitalization. Some plans leave consumers with significant gaps in coverage, sometimes with unlimited exposure to medical bills.
THE SOLUTION: SB1522(Steinberg) standardizes the individual insurance market, so consumers can understand, and better compare and choose a health plan. By setting standards, the bill would allow consumers to easily see a matrix of the choices in the individual market, and prevent insured consumers from being surprised with significant medical debt.
· All health plans would be categorized into five “tiers,” so that consumers have a better sense of the health plan being sold to them. While preserving a broad range of choices, consumer would be able to know if a certain plan is a top-tier comprehensive plan, or a bottom tier catastrophic plan, or something in between.
· Insurers would be required to offer at least two “benchmark” plans. The bill would enable consumers to do cross-insurer comparisons to make apples-to-apples price comparisons, with the confidence that benchmark plans have the same cost-sharing and benefits. This will encourage competition on premium cost and quality.  
· The bill would weed out some “junk” insurance—hospital-only or doctor-only coverage, or plans with no cap on out-of-pocket expenses—plans which deceptively offer coverage but leaves consumers with unlimited exposure. While allowing high deductibles, reduced benefits, and catastrophic plans, coverage would need to include doctor, hospital, and basic preventative care, and have an overall maximum cap on out-of-pocket costs.
ATTACHED: A few of many newspaper articles that discuss this bill, including from the Sacramento Bee and Los Angeles Times.
SUPPORT: The bill is sponsored by Health Access California, and supported by AARP California, ACORN California, AFSCME, CALPIRG, California Teachers Association, Congress of California Seniors, Community Health Councils, Consumers Union, Having Our Say, Jericho, Latino Issues Forum, MALDEF, MS Society, Planned Parenthood, SEIU, Small Business Majority, Western Center on Law & Poverty.
For more info, contact Health Access California, at 916-497-0923, http://www.health-access.org.
